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A Word from Our Fricst

My sisters and brothers,
I bring you greetings in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and * of the Holy Spirit.

As we gather in fellowship and reflection, let us remind ourselves of the boundless grace
and love extended to us by the Holy Trinity. It is through this divine love that we find our
purpose, our strength, and our calling to live as instruments of peace and reconciliation in
this world.

We will soon enter the season after Pentecost, the green season. I always have associated
this with the growing season as green represents growth. The lessons we read or hear
during this season instruct us how we as disciples (students) and apostles (proclaimers)
grow in our faith. As we grow, we are strengthened and, as our faith is strengthened, our
faith also is being challenged. Sometimes we fall and sin, that is we experience a break in
our relationship with God. At times we simply ignore the fact we have sinned and may even
attempt to justify it. After all, my pledges are on target so therefore the sin is not really all
that bad.

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us.” 1 John 1:8-10 NRSV.

One sin that is always before us is how we treat our brothers and sisters. If we are
not loving them as God loves us, then we are sinning. Even though one has a right to have
an opposing opinion, it does not give one the right to disrespect that sister or brother.
Disrespect is seen in forms of abuse, either mentally or physically, and sometimes both.
This is not love. Before we say, "I am not disrespectful,” to still witness this and ignore it is
a sin of omission and remains a sin.

In our liturgy we proclaim in part that we are one in Christ and He is one in us. This means
Jesus Christ is in us, all of us. If I see a woman, I see Jesus. If I see a Hispanic, I see
Jesus. If I see LGBTQIA+, I see Jesus. If I see a poor person, I see Jesus. If I see a rich
person, I see Jesus. There is no room for disrespect because disrespect is not love and God
is love. It is with great joy that I witness Grace demonstrating this love. There is never an
expression “Look at what I am doing for you or how much better I am.” No, it is always an
expression of God loves you and so do I. This is us growing in our faith.
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In the face of such uncertainty, it is crucial to remember the very essence of faith - to trust
in the divine wisdom and time that God holds. The scripture from St. Matthew serves as a
gentle reminder that even in moments of doubt and fear, we are called to place our trust
solely in God’s hands. Embracing His teachings, we must strive to live righteous lives,
anchored in the belief that divine love transcends all earthly events and tribulations.

The peace of the Lord is always with us,

T ke 2 Sy

Fr. Michael B. Guy Sr., S.T.S.x

T reasurer’s chort: April 2025 Data

Income in the month of April was $10,578.57 (budget $9,709.92); expenditures totaled
$9,207.25 (budget $9,709.92), resulting in income for the month of $1,371.32.

Book value of the Endowment Fund at the end of April was $73,059.87; market value as of
April 30 was $80,262.84, a gain of $191.94 for the month.

Please continue to pray for Grace Church that it will grow spiritually, financially and
numerically. If you have any questions about this report or any financial matter, please
contact me.

Judy Ball, Treasuwrer

Grace Episcopal has a number of ways that you can help us continue
];’lll) our dedication to worship as well as our ongoing work to serve your
- “*, R community. No prior experience is needed! We are glad to train you.
‘\' AI\ Elﬁl) Some tasks do not require that you come to church on Sundays: for
example, altar flowers can arranged and set out ahead of time.
delivered. If transportation is difficult, arrangements (uh, oh — a pun)
can be made for pickup and delivery. Another avenue is helping with the production and
distribution of Grace Notes, i.e. addressing, stuffing and affixing postage to envelopes
followed by mailing. Again, drop off and pick up is available. For Sunday services, we
also embrace assistance with any of the following: altar preparation and dismantling, lay
readings, assisting the priest during communion, acolyte duties or coffee hour. Typically,
these are only a once-a-month commitment. We sincerely appreciate your consideration.

For more detailed information contact: Joy Goodenough, southrunriding@aol.com or text
571 224-8486.
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Jun 1 Sunday Service, 9am Grace

Jun 3 Bible Study at 1pm, Betsy Anderson’s
Chair Yoga at 3pm, the Parish Hall
Yoga at 4pm, the Parish Hall

Jun 4 Center Lunch at 12pm, the Parish Hall

Jun 6 Yoga at 10am, the Parish Hall
Chair Yoga at 11:45am
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Jun 8 Sunday Service, 9am at Grace

Jun 10 Bible Study at 1pm, Betsy Anderson’s
Chair Yoga at 3pm, the Parish Hall
Yoga at 4pm, the Parish Hall

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

11 Center Lunch 12 noon, the Parish Hall

13 Yoga at 10am, the Parish Hall
Chair Yoga at 11:45am, the Parish Hall
14 Sew What at 9:30am, the Parish Hall

NN N NN

15 Sunday Service, 9am at Grace

17 Bible Study at 1pm, Betsy Anderson’s

Chair Yoga at 3pm, the Parish Hall
Yoga at 4pm, the Parish Hall

Jun 18 Center Lunch at 12pm, Parish Hall
Vestry Meeting at 3pm, Family Center

Jun 20 Yoga at 10am, Parish Hall
Chair Yoga at 11:45am, the Parish Hall
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Jun 22 Sunday Service, 9am Grace

Jun 24 Bible Study at 1pm, Betsy Anderson’s
Chair Yoga at 3pm, the Parish Hall
Yoga at 4pm, the Parish Hall

Jun 25 Center Lunch, 12noon, Parish Hall
Jun 27 Yoga at 10am, the Parish Hall

Chair Yoga at 11:45am, the Parish Hall
Casanova Book Club at noon, TBD
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Jun 29 Sunday Service, 9am Grace
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Join in the effort with "Sew What?"”
Saturday, June 14
at the Parish Hall starting at 9:30am.

Bring a lunch. We'll be working all day to
get our batch of small quilts finished and
sent out to the Alzheimer's Association.

Seeking further info? Please contact
Barbara Jacobs: 540 222-5385

ANYONE WHO HAS TIME FOR
CLEANING TS OoBVIOUSLY
NOT SPENDING ENOUGH
'{JME QUILTING!

Melanie Moline June 1

Julia Yacoub June 3

Drusy Schaeffer June 7

Fr. Michael Guy June 9

Greg Butler June 12
Marge Estes June 15
Art Payne June 17
Jackie and Donna Shipe June 17
Greg & Stephanie Butler June 18
Betty Huddleston June 18
Amanda Walton June 22
Travis & Amy Fields June 25
Sharon Sweeney June 25
Mignonne Spellmeyer June 26
Josh and Genna Warren June 26
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Gctting Acquaintcd with Fopc | eo l\/

Now that the fanfare about the election of the new Pope has settled a bit, what is his
world perspective and what are his views on faith and doubt? For some insight, here is a
poignant text by Chicago native and lifelong White Sox fan, Robert Prevost, now known to
us and the rest of the world as His Holiness Pope Leo IV.

Brothers and Sisters,

I speak to you, especially to those who no longer believe, no longer hope, no longer pray,
because they think God has left.

To those who are fed up with scandals, with misused power, with the silence of a Church
that sometimes seems more like a palace than a home: I, too, was angry with God. I, too,
saw good people die, children suffer, grandparents cry without medicine. And yes... there
were days when I prayed and only felt an echo.

But then I discovered something: God doesn't shout. God whispers.

And sometimes He whispers from the mud, from pain, from a grandmother who feeds you
without having anything.

I don't come to offer you perfect faith. I come to tell you that faith is a walk with stones,
puddles, and unexpected hugs.

I'm not asking you to believe in everything. I'm asking you not to close the door. Give a
chance to the God who waits for you without judgment.

I'm just a priest who saw God in the smile of a woman who lost her son... and yet she
cooked for others. That changed me.

So if you're broken, if you don't believe, if you're tired of the lies...come anyway. With
your anger, your doubt, your dirty backpack. No one here will ask you for a VIP card.

Because this Church, as long as I breathe, will be a home for the homeless, and a rest for
the weary.

God doesn't need soldiers. He needs brothers. And you, yes, you...are one of them."

Robert Prevost (Leo XIV)
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June Serving Schedule

NOTE: If you are unable to serve as listed above, please contact someone else on

your team to substitute for you.

Day Readings Altar Assistant | Offertory Coffee
Host
The Seventh Acts 16:16-34
Sunday of Easter | Psalm 97 Barbara Bryan Jacobs Sue Joy
June 1, 2025 Revelation 22:12- Jacobs/Mignonne Ballantine Goodenough
14,16-17,20-21 Spellmeyer
John 17:20-26
The Day of Genesis 11:1-9
Pentecost Psalm 104:25-35,37 Joy Goodenough/ Judy Ball Joy Sharon
Whitsunday Acts 2:1-21 Diane Gulick Goodenough Sweeney
June 8, 2025 John 14:8-17(25-27)
The First Sunday | Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31
of Pentecost Psalm 8 Barbara Jacobs/ Bryan Jacobs | Susan Payne Sue
Trinity Sunday | Romans 5:1-5 Sharon Sweeney Ballantine
June 15, 2025 John 16:12-15
The Second 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7)
Sunday after 8-15 Joy Goodenough/ Judy Ball Joy Barbara
Pentecost Psalm 42 Susan Payne Goodenough Eanes
June 22, 2025 Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39
The Third 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Barbara Bryan Jacobs Judy Ball Marilyn
Sunday after Psalm 77:1-2,11-20 Jacobs/Mignonne Ottevaere
Pentecost Galatians 5:1,13-25 Spellmeyer
June 29,2025 Luke 9:51-62
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